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INTRODUCTION

Swami Vivekananda, a
ancient vedic wisdom and
of great India. As he had imm

being, he preached and prac

renunciation, brotherhood of man and the realisation of
Indian philosop

practical saint of modern India, wanted to revive te
succeed in re-establishing the glorious traditions
ense faith in the dignity of man and his wel

ticed the gospels of truth, righteousness,
God throughout his

hers who revolted

life. He was also one of the contemporary
against the imposition of British system of education in India. He criticised
d that it is not related to India’s culture and

rofound

such education on the groun
pointed out that it brings about an external change without any P
inner force. So he emphasised the new ideas such as mass education, PhYS“’al
education, religious education, vocational education and women'’s educate
based on the Indian culture and the needs of the society. He is the first %
person.ality who realised the importance of women in national developme!
and raised his voice in favour of women’s freedom and education- He is 3
regarded as the champion of physical education because he always empi®
such education to make man strong. As his mission was to strike 4 balal®
between the spirituality of the East and the materialism of the West
great soul is known as a ‘world teacher and a great educationist °

twentieth century.
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e ——
LIFE OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

wami vivekananda, a great teacher as well as practical <ai

‘[Sndia, was born in a Bengali Kshatriya f; amily on '.;zllil):;::;l(}(;l 7;1':’1 '”erT;;lﬂm
His real name was Nm‘cnd_rmml_h Dutta. His father Vishw;;n'nh.r;:rrf g ’a‘ra’_
famous 1awyer in"Kolkata High Court, He helped the P(mr(and thvedn‘::/;:l p
. éwami Vivekananda’s 11.10ther Bhuvaneshwari Devi was a pious lady. Tge
atmosphere at home was indeed religious, He inherited a religious temperament
and far sighted intelligence from his parents. He was sent to school at the age
of five. He studied history, literature and Indian philosophy. Herbert Spencir
and 1.S. Mill were his favourite philosophers and Wordsworth was his favourite
et. }\le passed the matriculation examination at the age of 16 and joined the
presidency College. There he studied both Indian and Western philosophies.
He led a simple and pure life, He practiced brahmacharya, and always remained
engrossed in prayers, worship and meditation. The principal of his college
. Mr. Heasty once remarked, “Narendranath Dutta is really a genius. I have
and possibilities even in German Universities among philosophical students™.
One day Mr. Heasty introduced Narendranath to the famous spiritual
leader Shri. Ramakrishna Paramhamsa. Narendranath remained in close contact
with Swami Ramakrishna Paramhamsa for more than six years. Shri
Ramakrishna inspired him to lead the life of a monk and spread the light of
India throughout the world. Three days before the death of Ramakrishna
(1886), he appointed I\{arendranath as his successor and gave him the title
‘Gwami Vivekananda’. At the time of his appointment, Shri Ramakrishna
said, “Today I have become penniless after giving you everything that I
have. The power that I have inculcated in you through yoga would be
instrumental in you performing great works. After accomplishing this task
only you would go there from where you have come”. After Shri Ramakrishna’s
death, Swami Vivekananda established Ramakrishna Mission and preached
throughout his life in Asia, Europe, England and America the teachings of
Ramakrishna. He set out for the Himalayas in 1890 and wandered there for
2 years. In 1892, he reached Kanniyakumari and visited the sacred shrine of
the goddess. He jumped into the sea and reached a rock. He started meditation
there. He then reached Chennai where the people were impressed by his
personality. They collected funds to send him to America to participate in
the Vishva Dharma Sammelan in September 1893, He introduced to the
world Indian religion, culture and philosophy. As a consequence, the unknown
monk of India suddenly leapt to fame and gained international attention at
the Parliament of Religions held in Chicago in 1893. He travelled on foot
and saw the naked form of India. He, therefore, wanted to establish a society
of strong and self-reliant Indians. With this mission, he rendered meritorious
service to the motherland, He preached the gospel of international brotherhood

_and left for his heavenly abode on July 4, 1902 at the age of 39,
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GENERAL PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE

Great vedantist: Swami vVivekananda is a great vedantist and g ryq fe

of Ramakrishna Paramhamsa. He believes that Vedanta is perfeci]y i

and eternal. According to him, “The Dvaita, the Vasistadvaita, ang tth:\(flﬂm?a
are the different expressions of the Vedanta™. In fact, these are the diffv
methods of attaining unity with God. ’
Swami Vivekananda describes God as supreme poye,
stence, infinite knowledge and infinite bl?::i

oy

dlfy
fent

God is supreme:
omniscient. He is of infinite €x1

He is present in man.

God and man: Swami Vivekananda believes that man is the incarnatiop of
God. He finds the manifestation of God in man. According to him, “g,
soul is a star. Man is potentially divine”. Since God is present in man, g,
worship of man is the true worship of God. The ultimate goal of humap i

is to attain wonderful unity with the creator.
Swami Vivekananda has a firm faith that all differep
d to the attainment of unity with the Creator. He

gressive and has many good points. He advocates
other. The goal of all religions is

Equality of all religion:
religions of the world lea
thinks that every religion is pro
that no religion is inferior or superior to an
reaching God through spiritualism and brotherhood.

Faith in man: Swami Vivekananda has immense faith in the greatness of
mankind. Man is the supreme temple of God. He says, “The only God to
worship is the human soul in the human body. Of course, all animals are
temples too, but man is the highest, the Taj Mahal of temples. If I cannot
worship in that, no other temple will be of any advantage”. He further remarks,
“If you cannot see God in the human face, how can you see in the clouds !
or in the images made of dull, dead matter, or in mere fictitious stories of |

call you religious from the day you begin to see God in

your brain? I shall
men and women”. He who loves, lives and he who is selfish, is dying. ‘

Swami Vivekananda
God. Hence, there

.~ Universalism and spiritual brotherhood of man.;

believes that all men are equal and they are the creation of
is a spiritual brotherhood of man which makes the world a family of nations.
He says, “No one can be happy until all are happy”. He preaches ﬂ}"
brotherhood of man and fatherhood of God. He asks, “If you cannot worship
your brother, man, the manifestation of God, how can you worship od
who is un-manifested?”,

~ Science and spirituality: Swami Vivekananda inte

. S ; : rprets the v
the lines of a scientific analysis, He believes that both vedanta
i;;‘;;r“{.

edanta alooé
and seiencé

o

T botgecy oy Lot
I _:i':l‘i; Nv:':gﬂ!. EELS
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Gools of h:f.e:. Swami Vivekananda states that material prosperity is not

cality and 1018 not the goal O_f our life. According to him, the ‘rc'ljli h" " 'he
s neither in the body, nor in the mind, but in life without de'[;cnddepp‘l-l-m'SH
jife absolutely .free' from any bondage. Happiness through dcpcndc:cfc' -
ense gratification 18 temporary and false, and is like a sugar coated hcitt”n
pill. In other words, .dependence is misery and independence is ahsolute j:r
and bIiss- Thus, reality is freedom from material prosperity. The goal r;f -Iifz
is freedom. And freedom is attained by work, worship and knowledge

rourfold path: Swami Vivekananda presents the fourfold path of work that
is, work, worship, contemplation, and knowledge for the attainment of freedom
and jiberation. In his lectures on karma yoga, bhakti yoga, raja yoga and
janana yoga, he makes a scientific analysis of the diverse means of attainment

of the spiritual goal.
ami Vivekananda himself is a true patriot. He develops a
triotism in every Indian. He asks all the communities to
f difference, disharmony and strife, and to hear the gentle

d. He commands them to remove all the weakness to
d to work for the economic upliftment

patriotism: Sw
deep spirit of pa
forget the points O
voice of the motherlan
root out priest raft and orthodoxy, an
of the country through trade, commerce and agriculture.

strength: Swami Vivekananda develops in his mind an
ep optimistic faith. He calls men “lions on the face

hem to behave like lions. He gives the call to his
‘I have no fear’. Tell this to

ar is hell, fear is unrighteousness,

Optimism and
undaunted strength and de
of the earth” and exhorts t
country men thus, “Be a hero, always say,

everybody, ‘Have no fear’. To him fear is sin, fe

and fear is wrong life”. He says, «Sirength is life, weakness is death: Strength
kness is constant strain and misery.

is felicity, life is eternal and immortal, wea

Weakness is death. Let positive, Srong, helpful thoughts enter into your
brains from the very childhood”. He remarks that a cowardly, sad and indifferent
person can do mothing in his life. Only the brave can uplift the world. He
therefore, asks his country men, “Stand up. be bold, be strong, . - - YOU &€
the creator of your destiny”. In fact, one who is afraid of nothing will do

marvelous work.
/Service and sacrifice; Swami Vivekananda believes that human development
that unless people are

is possible through service and sacrifice. He says ‘
¢ lives for the sake of

ready to serve their fellow beings and sacrifice thei ‘
others, peace and prosperity will not be achieved in the society, Hence,

Setvice and sacrifice of humanity is the prime object of life.

B“"C '5RlﬁCIéLES-oF EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
5 st educationists of the

ami Vivekananda has been ranked among the greates - S
World. His philosophy of education is 2 reflection of his general philosophy
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GENERAL PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE

Great vedantist: Swami Vivekananda is a great vedantist

and atr
Of g v 1Q v Y ot v o - 1 Q [ aplr T . : uc f(]
Ramakrishna Paramhamsa. He believes that Vedanta is perfect]y i |Inwer

and eternal. According to him, “The Dvaita, the Vasistadvaitq and th Sng)
are the different expressions of the Vedanta”. In fact, thege are [hced.f Vaity
i

methods of attaining unity with God. Teng

God is supreme: Swami Vivekananda describes God as supreme py
omniscient. He is of infinite existence, infinite knowledge ang infinirver -
He is present in man. " Vi

God and man: Swami Vivekananda believes that man is the incarnagi

God. He finds the manifestation of God in man. According o him ‘.%n of
soul is a star. Man is potentially divine”. Since God is present ip l'f;an Et‘;h
worship of man is the true worship of God. The ultimate goal of human’ life
1s to attain wonderful unity with the creator. ?

Equality of all religion: Swami Vivekananda has a firm faith that g]] differen
religions of the world lead to the attainment of unity with the Creator He
thinks that every religion is progressive and has many good points. He advocaes
that no religion is inferior or superior to another. The goal of all religions i
reaching God through spiritualism and brotherhood.

Faith in man: Swami Vivekananda has immense faith in the greatness of
mankind. Man is the supreme temple of God. He says, “The only God to
worship is the human soul in the human body. Of course, all animals are
temples too, but man is the highest, the Taj Mahal of temples. If I cannot
worship in that, no other temple will be of any advantage”. He further remarks,
“If you cannot see God in the human face, how can you see in the clouds
or in the images made of dull, dead matter, or in mere fictitious stories of
your brain? I shall call you religious from the day you begin to see God in
men and women”. He who loves, lives and he who is selfish, is dying.

"Universalism and spiritual brotherhood of man: Swami Vivekananda
believes that all men are equal and they are the creation of God. Hence, Ehefe
is a spiritual brotherhood of man which makes the world a family of natiot
He says, “No one can be happy until all are happy”. He preaches U}“
brotherhood of man and fatherhood of God. He asks, “If you cannot worship
your brother, man, the manifestation of God, how can you worship a t°
who is un-manifested?”,

%

danta along
and Sclence

~ Science and spirituality: Swami Vivekananda interprets the ve
the lines of a scientific analysis. He believes that both vedanta
maintain common principles. ’
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! it .
Goals of life: Swami Vivckul_mmlnlstlmc.\' that material prosperity is not the
ality and it is not the goal 0‘| our life. According to him, the real happiness
either in the body. nor in the mind, but in life without dependence, in

life absolulely ‘f‘l-C(‘. from any bondage. Happiness through dependence on
sense gratification is temporary flml .falsc, and is like a sugar coated bitter
‘i"- In other words, _depcndcncc is misery and independence is absolute, joy
1 pliss. Thus, reality is freedom from material prosperity. The goal of life

lies 1

and ; .

;s freedom. And freedom is attained by work, worship and knowledge.

fourfold path: Swami Vivekananda presents the fourfold path of work that
contemplation, and knowledge for the attainment of freedom

is, work, worship, !
and liberation. In his lectures on karma yoga, bhakti yoga, raja yoga and

janana yoga, he makes a scientific analysis of the diverse means of attainment

of the spiritual goal.

wami Vivekananda himself is a true patriot. He develops a
patriotism in every Indian. He asks all the communities 0
f difference, disharmony and strife, and to hear the gentle
nd. He commands them to remove all the weakness to
d orthodoxy, and to work for the economic upliftment

h trade, commerce and agriculture.

Swami Vivekananda develops in his mind an
optimistic faith. He calls men “lions on the face

of the earth” and exhorts them to behave like lions. He gives the call to his

country men thus, “Be a hero, always say, ‘I have no fear’. Tell this to
everybody, ‘Have no fear’. To him fear is sin, fear is hell, fear is unrighteousness,
and fear is wrong life”. He says, “Strength is life, weakness is death: Strength
is felicity, life is eternal and immortal, weakness is constant strain and misery.
Weakness is death. Let positive, Strong, helpful thoughts enter into your

brains from the very childhood”. He remarks that a cowardly, sad and indifferent
person can do nothing in his life. Only the brave can uplift the world. He
therefore, asks his country men, “Stand up, be bold, be strong, . . . you are
the creator of your destiny”. In fact, one who is afraid of nothing will do

marvelous work.

~Service and sacrifice: Swami Vivekananda believes that human development
is possible through service and sacrifice. He says that unless people are
ready to serve their fellow beings and sacrifice their lives for the sake of
omef‘= peace and prosperity will not be achieved in the society, Hence,
service and sacrifice of humanity is the prime object of life.

patriotism: S
deep spirit of
forget the points O
voice of the motherla

root out priest raft an
of the country throug

optimism and strength:
undaunted strength and deep

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

atest educationists of the

S : e i ¢ Fhire 114
Wami Vivekananda has been ranked among the gre
f his general philosophy

w e ks b
orld. His philosophy of education is a reflection 0

Scanned with CamScanner



f Education

244 - AC?TPE’_‘?”_?{"?,S_‘”‘W"

of life. which is built upon the bedrocks of vedanta. He Criticiseg ,
svstem of education. In fact. he has brought about a great revoluty
fields of Indian education and touched almost all aspects of

EXi“nng
N in .
1. All knowledge is in the human mind. He has to UNcoye
develop it by his own effuns: . I | ang
The infinite library of the universe 1s in our minds.

Study of books alone is not education.

Reliéinus education should be imparted through sweet i
and the fine conduct of the teacher, not through books,
Education should be imparted according to the nature of ¢, ¢ chilg
and his natural propensities.

6. Concentration is the key to all knowledge for which the Practice of

Brahmacharya is necessary.
7. Knowledge of Western technology and industrial educatiop is 3

must for the progress of the country.

R. Real education is that education which prepares a man for the
struggle for survival in the world, and it is not just passing examinatioy
and getting degrees.

9. Purity of thoughts, speech and deed is self-discipline, developed
through meditation and concentration.

10. Education should develop the child physically, mentally and
spiritually.

11. Education should foster spiritual faith, devotion and self-surrender
in the individual through service and sacrifice.

12. Boys and girls should be given the same type of education.

13. Women should be imparted religious education so that they can
facilitate character formation in their children.

14. Education should develop character, mental power, intelligence
and inculcate self-confidence together with self-reliance in the
taught.

15. The subjects included in the curriculum should promote the materid
and spiritual advancement of a child.

16. Mass education should be formulated and launched with a view ©

ra

Pression

o (2

n

eradicate illiteracy, ignorance and poverty. :
I7. Teacher should be a friend, philosopher and guide, He shou.lfl brog
out the latent knowledge of the child by inspiration and motivatoh
18. There should be an intimate relationship between the teacher
the students, S
19. Human development is possible only through service and sacrific®
It is essential for achieving peace and prosperity in the sociely- ihe
20. Human life is a constant struggle between the strong &
weak. Every individual should prepare himself for this struggle of
face all the challenges boldly and confidently with the
education.
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MEAN'NG AND DEFINITION OF EDUCATION
‘duc:alion is not the mass of information which is inserted into the minds of
the children hy.fm'c.c. In the wlm‘ds_uf Swami Vivekananda, “If education
means information OI_ﬂy. then libraries could be the greatest saints of the
world and enC}’CIOpcd.m_wnuld become seers and rishis™, It is not just passing
exalﬂi“ations or receiving degrc‘c\s. h? fact, it is a life-long process which
repares @ man for his strugglg for szmtencc by making him self-reliant and
developi“g his character and intelligence.
Swami Vivekananda has defined education thus, “It is the manifestation
vine perfection already reached in man”. He further observes. “The
ich does not help the common mass of people to equip themselves
for life, which does not bring out strength of character, a spirit of philosophy
and the courage of a lion—is it worth the name? Real education is that which
enables one t0 stand on one’s own legs”. These words of Swami Vivekananda
give a Very practical concept of education. In other words, real education is
meant for character formation, and intellectual and vocational development

in the child.

of di
education wh

MAIN INGREDIENTS OF EDUCATION

Education as manifestation of perfection: Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy
of education reflects his general philosophy of life. In his own words,
“Education is the manifestation of the divine perfection already existing in
man. Knowledge is inherent in man, no knowledge comes from outside, it is
all inside, what we may say a man knows, should in strict psychological
language be what he discovers or unveils”. Like fire in a piece of flint,
knowledge exists in the mind. Man discovers it with the guidance of his teacher.

- Education as self-development: Swami Vivekananda believes that education
is a process of development. The child can educate himself. According to
him, “you cannot teach a child any more than you can grow & plant”. The
plant develops its own nature.{Education should help the child to grow in a
proper way)\He says, “Men must teach themselves. The child teaches himself.
Your duty is to afford opportunities and to remove obstacles”. Thus, the
teacher should remove the hindrances which come in the way of self-development,

Real Gfﬂmticm: Real education is that which prepares a man for the struggle
for existencel It prepares a man for social services, develops his character
a0d fmaliy imbues him with the spirit and courage of a lion\lt is not simply
gﬁ:’mﬁ examinations and getting some degrees. In the words of Swami
of w. “We want that education by which character ig formed, strength
o0 o is increased, the intellect is expanded and by which one can stand

8 own feet”. :
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—— of the child: Swami Vivekanandg lhin#

) growth PR der Sy :
Iy growing and teaching himself. Nothing shoyjq hﬂ
" c& <ho + free to carve out their owp Pﬂthe

Education as
that each child 18 patura

forced on the children. :
;ement Wi

ss and encourag

Kindne i "
; . : vekananda
d’s need: gwami Vivekaris inks that o

God. It 18 (herefore, the responsihi.lity of the' teacher ¢
ve the children and impart 10 them cQtlcatlon accqtjdmng__t?ﬂleir
dencies. Swami Vivekananda advtse‘s. Fhe teachers {0 cope
vel of the students-—ftheir mental abilities and so on.
Swami Vivekananda is a great champion of univerg
education to be universalised as it is the birthright of
a biological, social, spiritual and economic necessity,

every human being. It i _ mic nec
Therefore, education must be provgded to all people. He says, “India lives ip
st reach them”. If the poor boy cannot come to education,

f Swami Vivekananda, “I consider

cottages, education mu
him. In the words O
he masses, and that is one of the

education must g0 to
.onal sin is the neglect of t
«No amount of politics would be

that the great nati
causes of our downfall”. He also observes
es of India are once more well educated, well fed

of any avail until the mass

and well cared for”.
e only valid method to attain

Concentration of mind: Concentration is th
e of education is the concentration of mind and
«If T had to do my

knowledge. The very essenc
not the collection of facts. Swami Vivekananda says,

education once again, and had any voice in the matter, I would not study at
all. T would develop the power of concentration and detachment, and then
with perfect instrument. I could collect facts at will”. The treasure house of
knowledge can be opened only through the key of concentration. One should
pot measure education by the number of books one has read, but measure it
in terms of concentration, which one has attained.

Brahmacharya means chastity in thoughts, words and
It is essential to acquire
e source of education.
all learning

Education is ba

soul is the soul of

help and ser
needs and ten

down to the le

Universal education:
education. He wants

_ Brahmacharya:
deeds. It is the best way to attain concentration.

i;nowlg:![g‘e. This will lead to concentration, which is th
wami Vivekananda believes that by observing stri

e strict b )
can be mastered within a very short time. - oncin. e

National

system of?ds::::i::{ ;:sl;i!aﬂom Swami Vivekananda advocates & 1100

believes that the national on the needs and requirements of the country: He

of our people. In his “Rou 40 A of education helps to improve the conditio®

to a system of educati ﬁll)ng call to the Nation” he has given great jmportanc®

and the general role 0;’) I:heased on our national‘noeds, problems,

of this view, he has laid country in the world's perspective. On (¢ basis
the foundation for mass or universal educ

C i P
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; jon: ' Swami Vi an; .
; Re”g,ous ‘educq]t or? t: \;V !Iml VIVC‘k.?I?.IIIdH considers religion as the backbone
of the society, the central theme of life and the inner most core of mim-furirm‘

gospcl of the v'edas and upanishads is, “Arise, awake and sf i
al is reache(.i’.. He tries to make this gospel the guidlin r o -mlf -
education_:’[‘he l‘chglOUS .educalinn imparted to the children :}ﬁmr:lrllc?(ilrf,-le rl,f
ihe lives of great saints 'm‘ all lands. No particular religion qhnull(l be fe Ii: ””;
ond taught while pr_m.nding religious education in cduuﬁinnal ingqm'uti':ﬂm
Religion must be a living experience with oneself, He says, “One fnuqt Cr;?:
into heart of religion, that is, one must realize it in ()nc"s own life” Aﬁi
religion must be accepted and only their essential spirits should cnnsﬁtute
the religious education to be given to children. -

The
the £0

_ Women’s educatior.t: Swami Vivekananda is considered as a great champion
# of women’s education. ‘He had seen in America and Western countries how
women were highly educated and trained, worked shoulder-to-shoulder with
men. But in India, they are totally neglected and controlled by men. He feels
that there can be no hope of well-being of the country unless the condition
of the women is improved) In the words of Swami Vivekananda, “All nations
attain greatness by paying proper respect to women. That country and that
nation which does not respect women, has never become great nor will ever
be in future. There is no hope of rise for that country or family where women
Jive in sadness”. He remarks, “Only those nations progressed in the world
that had respect for the women and gave them a chance to get education”.
\He stresses that daughters should be brought up and educated with as much
care and attention as the sons. He wants to provide a type of education that
may make women fearless and brave, which may form character and enable
them to face the realities of life boldly. He recommends the study of history,
puranas, housekeeping and the arts for the development of an ideal character.
He also cites, as example, the ideal lives of great Indian women such as Sita,
Ahalya Bai, Mira Bai and Queen of Jhansi. His opinion is that the upliftment
of women must come first and only then there can be any real greamness for
the country, Finally, he observes, “To the women of this country I would say
exactly what 1 say to the men. Believe in India and in our Indian faith. Be

strong and hopeful and unashamed”.

Mere book learning is not education:
bookish knowledge and the existing system 0
true education is that which develops the will and enables the child to realise
the. divinity latent in him. Hence, education must include those activities
‘”‘_’}Ch develop the infinite energy, zeal, courage and patience in man. He
believes that mere bookish knowledge is not enough for achieving development
0 the above-stated aspects.

Sewlﬂr‘-? #?;'ﬂﬂh-‘ ‘Swami Vivekananda has great regard for all religions.
ly their essential Spirits

€ Says, “All religion must be respected and on

Swami Vivekananda stands against
f education, According to him,
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. ——h‘_‘-\"q.
ducation 0 be given to childrep He
q go to church, T g0 to mosque 4qq $Peaj,
«Let us take in all that has been j, th[ B0y,
open every window of the heart foy ’i A,
1 to the prophets of the past, to thzl ’
hes in the future™. Rrey

should constitute the religious €

about the diversity of his faith:’
any temple”. Further he remarks,
enjoy the light of the present unq
will come in the future. Salutatio

ones of the present and to that col
Swami Vivekananda is greatly T

hysical and health education:
Physica ody and the healthy development of Meq

about the proper carc of the b Bt andd? one’s
physique. He advises thus; “Be strong, my young friends”. Yoy Wil b

nearer to heaven through football than through the ‘Gita’. Freedom, Physiy
freedom. mental freedom and spiritual freedom are the watchwords of tha
Upanishads. «Strength is goodness. Weakness 18 si'n”. He clearly says, “Mak:
your nerve strong. What we want is muscles of iron and nerves of stee)’

Swami Vivekananda stresses the practical aspect of

life because he wants to make education self-supporting in all respects. He
believes that it would be better if the people got industrial and technicg|
education so that they might find work and earn their livelihood. Vocational
education not only makes the people economically independent but also makes
their nerve strong and helps them achieve economic and material prosperity.
He has written, “It would be better if people are given some technical education,
so that they do not wander here and there in search of a job, but engag
taemselves in some occupation and make both ends meet”. Therefore, he gave
equal importance to the study of western technology and engineering. He
believed that this was essential for the economic prosperity of India.

Vocational education:

AIMS OF EDUCATION

Swami Vivekananda has summed up the aims of educ
“man making”. In the words of Swami Vivekananda,
211 education and all training is man making”. Thus, educa
about an all-round development in an individual. He fu
are the men and women whose minds are centered on
knowledge, who possess sweet and amicable tempers, who cultiva

ation in two words-j
«The ultimate aim of
tion aims at bringisg
rther says, ‘B :

the acquisitlon"‘f
te truthfulte®

and other similar virtues, who are i isti ¢ preseit

by the Vedas” engaged in altruistic work as P

Making a man perfect: The aim of education is to make a man P":::::ﬂ
eans

mmaid the 'p’crfecuon which fs already latent in him. It MEa®
with a veil of‘?fot:al knowledge is already present in man but it is ¢ ing
g leipey gnorance. Education of the right type should aim at Fen
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f his life. Education must provide self-knowledge, which brings material

oal © % _
ro‘iperity and freedom from the bondage of worldly existence. A man can
attain perfection and achieve the glory of life through self-analysis and self:

insight: Swami Vivckana‘liadn‘ snys..“l*‘ailh in our self and faith in God ... this
is the secret of greatness . bdl‘;cam.m must aim at this kind of knowledge of
e self and at the creation of self-confidence and self-realisation.

physical development: Swami Vivekananda remarks that the aim of education
s producing men of iron muscles and steel nerves to promote national
development and produce the fearless, and physically well-developed citizens
of tomOITow. He has glorified physical power. In his words, “Power is life
and weakness is death”. He emphasises the fact that the people must know
the secrets of making the body strong, and they should also convey this
knowledge 1O others. He believes that teaching the child football instead of
the Gita makes him strong and takes him to the heaven.

Mental development: Stressing the need for the mental development of the
child, Swami Vivekananda wants education to enable the child to stand on
nis own leg. Mental development can be achieved and promoted by the study
of vedanta and modern science. He says, “We want that education by which
the strength of mind is increased and the intellect is expanded by which one
can stand on one’s own feet”.

Moral and character development: The greatness of the people of a country
is measured by its moral development and character formation. So, Swami
Vivekananda emphasises the practice of brahmacharya for building a strong
character leading to purity in thoughts, words and deeds. He says, “We want
that education by which character is formed”. He stresses that what is needed
by us today is men and women endowed with the quality of character.
Education is not meant for information but for life building, man making,
character making and assimilation of ideas. Hence, fostering moral development
and formation of character in child should be the aims of our education.

Spiritual development: Without spiritual development, we cannot experience
!he highest power. Swami Vivekananda believes that spiritual development
is possible only through social service and fostering world brotherhood feeling.
B_"th moral and spiritual development, make the child perfect and prepare
him to lead a holy life.

Spirit of renunciation: Swami Vivekananda tries to foster the spirit of
n"'ﬂll!lcia!;ion in the individuals through the medium of education so that they
:}ﬂl e bwome selfish and will work for the welfare of others. ltis the aim
”::uu““"“ to inculcate in man the fellow feeling, According to him, “We

© all debtors to the world and the world does not owe us anything. It is a
Breat privilege for one to be able to do something to the world”. It does not
"ean total renunciation of the world.
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personality development: |
rs. In the words

creates on othe -
thirds and intellec words are ©
The science of YO£
should be imparted t0 t .
According to him, «The end of @

making’ (bl _
Service to mankind: The aim of edyczlllcci)ndlﬁ ﬁch"‘g (:f’d in man, Swapy
Vivekananda says, “If you want (0 find God, S(;.rv;: mzn : He'bclieves [harl
it is not the God in symbols and images that "f’e u;) ] an W(?l‘Sh]p in teple
It is the God in the sick, the poor, the miseraplc, the ignorant 4 e

fact, there is no other worship mm:

hip. In
downtrodden that we should worshif : he
important than the service of mankind and there is no religion greater ¢,

services.

promotion of universal brotherhood: ~Swami Yivekananda stands for g

unity of mankind and universal brotherhood. Education, therefore, must promo
s the same in all humans. He says, “Throug

this feeling that the soul i : :
education, we should gradually reach the idea of universal brotherhood by

flinging down the walls of separation and inequality. In every man, in every
animal, however, weak or miserable, great or small, resides the same
omnipresent and omniscient soul. The difference is not in the soul, but in
manifestation”. We should live with love by considering all the living beings
of the world as members of one family like we give cooperation to one
another in a small family and like an individual sacrifices his own interests

for the interests of the others during emergency.

Vocational aim or practical side of life: Swami Vivekananda wants everyone

to stand on his own legs by developing the capacity to earn his own bread
and salt and lead a comfortable life. It is education, which should prepare the
children for this life. He considers that a system of education is WO
which. ignores the practical aspects of life. Therefore, he suggests the
establishment of workshops and practical arts to solve the problems of hunget
and unemployment in our country. Once he remarked, “The education remains
or may not remain—there is nothing to gain or lose from it. It wo d be
_zeal;tlc;;rtfhpeople are giw{en some technical education, so that they d° W
m@aﬁoﬁr:nznmrgoﬁ search of a job, but engage themselve :
agriculture and technical Bzg;i:cgl.eet Bt i acmmSRA i -
Deve - i
is .no:": ;:’; Z‘ ;ﬁ a?“i;’:’”'m ’”,d "__"Gr-natlanallsm: Swami \fivelm!lm}dla
56 sty Wi hl:rm:; and a nationalist but also a great international®*
t0 him, one of M*m‘ofy e:ﬁd‘_ﬂnoc(! relationship of all nations. Accor_fhﬂi
and intesationalismn. He sas ucation is the development of pational f‘_"”.m:f,]
TR et Y8, “I am thoroughly convinced that no indiv!

s in some
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rnation can Il“Ie.:.hy|h()lldinl.g il apam from the communi

0ducatioﬂ therefore should inculcate in the child (he foqr g o

ﬁdian s m l')l‘Otn(C}"r;dl";:“;!].lq ilt“c ‘l.ny “.'lhl‘cmc soul, 'l.'ht‘ }u::lli! ':::;! Baib

o In jan are my ¢ ]‘“d‘n SOCICLy 18 a swing of my (‘l'lil‘il' goddess
of youth and crutches of old age”, dhood,

garden
_poration of bold citizens: The aim of education i (e

pold citizens DY stl'engthen;ng the body and mind. Swami Vivekananda real

: i se for all social and indiv: Kananda realises
irat fear 18 the main cause for all social and individugl problems. It is educati
which should remove this fear and make the citizens bold akeni e

he challenges of life.

ntific and tecl'mologrcal‘ prgqress: Swami Vivekananda believes that
material, teChno_loglca.‘l and scientific progress are essential to prepare the child
curvival in this world. He advocates teachings of western science and technology

the prosperity and fulfillment of the basic necessities of human life

”HW(-r

preparation of

and brave to face

for
pevelopment of unity in diversity: The true aim of education is to develop
o oneness of feeling between the material and the spiritual worlds. If there
is any distinction, 1t 18 because of the illusion. Education must remove this

Jlusion and develop an insight in the people so that they can realise unity

in diversity.

CURRICULUM

Though Swami Vivekananda has not prescribed any typical curriculum to be
followed in teaching, he has advocated only those subjects and activities,
which foster material welfare along with spiritual development.

Study of vedanta: Swami Vivekananda emphasises the study of vedanta,
fﬂ!igiﬂn, upanishad and philosophy in the curriculum in order to bring about
spiritual development in the child.

Study of common and regional language:
°ff’ common language for the unity and inte
opinion that all education must be provide
mother tongue of the child.

Study of sanskrit; - Swami Vivekananda recommends the study of Sanskrit
"order {0 preserye and transmit our cultural heritage and past greatness. He
“nsiders Sanskrit as the source of all Indian languages:

:‘:"’stwm Vivekananda includes arts in educat

“ s an essential part of human life.

clal sciences: Swami Vivekananda a

. Eeography, psychology, home scien
lieve material progress.

Swami Vivekananda is in favour
grity of the country. He is of the
d in the regional languages Of

ion . He believes

dvocates the study of hismr_y,
ce and political science, in
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study of physical exercises: Swami vivekananda stands for thag o )

n muscles and steel nerves, oo ™

" ith iro
which makes human body strong e lriq death”. He, theref i
e h ess is death . HE,
to him, “power 1§ life and weakne OTE, Stregge !

<tudy of social sciences with games, SpOrts and physical exercises (yogay
study b,

physical development.

cational subjects: Swami
subjects such as agncultur.
p yocational efficiency 1

1f-sufficient.

Vivekananda is in favour of fhe
e, industrial and technical Subjezz(-”
in

Study of vo
n the child so that he could |

of vocational
order to develo
economically s€

METHOD OF TEACHING
Swami Vivekananda is in favour of the ancient Indian system of educationg
organization based on the criteria of learning by sitting at the feet of g
acharya, guru or the teacher. There is a close contact between guru (teacher
and his disciples (students) for better discipline of mind and body. Fe
recommends the following methods of instruction:

practice of yoga: Yo0ga should be practiced to control the fleeting mental

faculties and emotions.
Observing meditation: Observing deep meditation and concentration is the

source for the development of mind.

arya is necessary for developing the power of
da believes that all learning can be

trict brahmacharya. It is the sourct

Brahmacharya: Brahmach
concentration. Swami Vivekanan
within a very short time by observing s
of all education.

Lecture and discussion: Swami Vivekananda recommends this method of
teaching to teach science, social science, vedanta and philosophy-

Guidance f’”‘f counglling: This method of instruction is emp ised ©
;:.:l the child in the right path. Individual guidance by the teacher is essetl®
helpful to remove doubts which the child has about any subject

1’;’:";::;2:0: .?waxm Vivekananda observes that a child educate® sel
is within ma;POl : ’cveryﬂ}mg by thinking that he is teaching. All kﬂﬁw’w‘
et a';l‘be it l:cialcp:ures only an awakening, and that alon® is
of his hands 1c e child may learn to apply his intellects for the

. legs, eyes, ears. The teacher should act as a guide helpé®

Travel: Swami Vivekananda gt
He suggests that pupils and recommends travel as a method ©! 'sz
gain knowledge from the teacher should undertake travelling o o
, vedanta finanicho m world outside, This method enables us 1€ Smﬂ
o Philo;opby with the people of other countrit®
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oLACE OF TEACHER

suitable environment: Swami Vivekananda emphasises the fact

ider of . |
at education should be child-centred. Like a plant, a child grows by his
th'.rm inner power naturally. Hence, the function of the teacher is to remove

pstacle in the way of the self-development of the child and help him in
v the potential actual. The main duty of the teacher is to provide a

cuitable environment for the all-round development of the child.

reaching Jike worshipping: Like Rousseau and Froebel, Swami Vivekananda
pelieves in the freedom of the child in the field of learning. The teacher
should allow freedom and teach the students in a proper manner. It means

that the teacher should consider teaching a sacred duty.

A true teacher: Swami Vivekananda states that the true teacher is one who
can immediately come down to the level of the student, and transfer his soul
{0 the student’s soul and see through and understand his mind. Only such a
reacher can really teach and no one else.

Jeacher as a guide: The teacher is a friend, philosopher and guide of the
student. He is a tyagi imparting knowledge to the child.

Quality of the teacher: Swami Vivekananda lays stress on the personal life
and character of the teacher. According to him, the personal life of the
teacher is more important than the knowledge he possesses so that he can
impart in the child all good things. Only a dedicated and selfless person can
be a good teacher. He must have love and sympathy for his children. He
should be pure in speech and deeds.

PLACE OF CHILD

The child is the centre in the process of education. Each child is the storehouse

of all knowledge, because he is getting such gifts from nature. Therefore, he

should be encouraged to discover his inner knowledge. In the words of

%w@ Vivekananda, “The child is the greatest book that ever was or will be.
ntil the inner teacher opens all outside teaching is in vain”.

DISCIPLINE

isswﬁa?:r.vivekﬂnaﬂda emphasises child-centred education in \Yhigh the child
With f,,nlded full freedom for activity and self-learning. The child 1a bestowed
S chiﬁpmmﬁ“ and suitable environment to develop bunsglt naturally.
o m,h!’ own teacher having latent knowledge in his mind. The task
g hzr is only to help, guide and inspire the child in order to bring

"¢ Inner knowledge of his pupils.
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CONTRIBUTION OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA TO Ep

Spirit of humanism:  Swam : !
2 b - e v F I (]-

mean that the worship of God is service mhn:cmk nr hHe wants Cducaﬁnn "

lead us to the goal of realising God ll?mug ove of humanity, Self""acrirh

frment of mankind. 'te

and work for the upli
ss education: Sw.ami Vivekananda ig ]
champion of free and compulsory mass education. He stresses the ideasg I;a{
education should be universalised and it must pe provided to cottages becay
India lives in them. He remarks that neglecting mass education js , gr:
national sin and it is one of the causes of our downfall. t
National system of education: Swami Vivekananfia is in favour of a Nationg|
system of education based on the nee‘ds and requirements 01_’ the country.
ould include a study of India’s philosolahy

national system of education sh
culture, arts, religion, history and languages. The scheme of studies shoyg

be built around it.

Free and compulsory ma

Swami Vivekananda feels that there can be no hope
for the well-being of the country unless the condition of the women's improied

He desired proper education and training for all women who in turn should
be prepared to work for the economic, social and educational reforms of the

country. They should become leaders and be placed in higher positions i
order to function effectively in society.

science and technology: He emphasises the teaching of
rogress and to meet all

~'Women’s education:

. Insist on Western
modern science and technology for prosperity and p

the basic necessities of life.

Character development education: He lays stress on character development
education. He believes that the greatness of the people of a country is measured
by their character. He says, “We want that education by which character 5

formed”.

Attack on castism and untouchability: Swami Vivekananda points out lha‘_
all men are equal as they are created by God. The spiritual brotherhood of
man makes the whole world into a family. Hence, there would be n0 place
for casteism and untouchability among the people.

f-il{guﬂ’ outlook In education: He recommends a unique and outward look
:2 o h;:auon thrpugh lcanyng English, Western science and technology: trave
r countries, organizational methods, commerce and religiovs 0

Ramakrishna mission: The greatest contribution of Swami Vivekanand?
vt a;‘!’.i"‘“‘ sphere is the establishment of Ramakrishnd ¥ /g,
in orde; to prc:::r: [hes::;ihmmlﬁh‘h” opened many centres all chrfil;ms
for the welfare of our natio:?gs of Ramakrishna and render social ¢
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CONCLUSION

Swami Vivekananda is a great educationist and he
place among the Indian thinkers. He calls

making and nation building. He stresses on free and compulsory mass education
and women’s education. He stands for a national system of education and is
against casteism and untouchability. He is in favour of secularism, socialism
and democracy. On the basis of these three pillars, a country is developed
through the medium of education. He became a teacher of love; of the love
of God flowing into the service of man; of faith flowing into works and both
for giving character which is manliness and manliness which is spirituality .
In the words of Jawaharlal Nehru, “Rooted in the past and full of pride in
I_”dia’,ﬁ prestige, Swami Vivekananda was yet modern in his approach to
Ue’s problems and Wwas a kind of bridge between the past of India and her
Present. His mission was the service of mankind through social service, mass

catic  religious revival and social awakening through education”. It is
Y€ from hig Wwritings, speeches and actions that he has suggested a relev.ant
M-Wiﬂﬁful System of education based on the needs of modern India.
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